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Cool Thoughts
     In response to the recent disturbing incident on campus, where “Wanted” posters targeted members of the
University of Rochester community, it is essential to draw upon our Christian values to address and condemn such acts
of antisemitism. The Catholic campus ministry firmly believes that all individuals deserve a safe environment to
pursue their educational endeavors, free from intimidation and hostility.
     The Church has long stood against any form of discrimination, especially against the Jewish community. Vatican
II’s Nostra Aetate reminds us, “The Church reproves every form of persecution against whomever it may be directed.”
This document emphasized the dignity of all people and the need to reject hatred and prejudice. Pope John Paul II,
during his pontificate, reinforced this by stating, “As Christians and Jews, following the example of the faith of
Abraham, we are called to be a blessing for the world.” Such words highlight our duty to actively defend our brothers
and sisters of all backgrounds.
     Pope Francis has called on Christians to be “artisans of peace” and to stand against all forms of antisemitism. He
reminds us that “indifference is a virus that is contagious in our time.” In this context, silence or inaction in the face of
injustice is unacceptable. We must be voices of compassion, respect, and justice, advocating for the dignity of all
community members.
     Scripture also guides us in this mission. In the Book of Proverbs, we are told, “Speak up for those who cannot speak
for themselves; ensure justice for those being crushed” (Proverbs 31:8). This is not only a call to prayer but also a call
to action. Let us pray for healing and justice while being vigilant in standing up against hate. 
As a Catholic campus community, we must embody love, advocate for safety, and promote a respectful environment
where everyone can thrive.
     First, I encourage everyone to engage in prayer, asking God for healing, courage, and justice. Consider dedicating
time for personal or communal prayer, specifically for those who were targeted and for the strength of our campus
community. Pope Francis reminds us that prayer is a powerful tool to “fight against indifference” and seek God’s help
in building a world of peace and understanding.
     But our response cannot end with prayer. Pope John Paul II emphasized that we must actively live our faith:
“Christians and Jews, following the example of the faith of Abraham, are called to be a blessing for the world.” This
call means speaking up against all forms of discrimination. Here are concrete actions we can take as a community:
     1. Speak Out: If you witness antisemitic, racist, or discriminatory behavior, do not remain silent. Whether in
conversations, classes, or online, be a voice for respect and justice. Proverbs 31:8 tells us, “Speak up for those who
cannot speak for themselves; ensure justice for those being crushed.” Start with those who might be saying something
inappropriate. Doing so can be done firmly, respectfully, and calmly.
     2. Participate in Dialogue and Learning Opportunities: Attend campus events that promote interfaith, intercultural,
socio and political understandings about all kinds of issues, locally, globally or otherwise. Educating ourselves and
others about antisemitism, the history of prejudice and importantly and separate hate speech and action from issues
that are reasonable to disagree about and even fiercely debate with respect.
     3. Report Incidents: If you see hateful materials or actions, report them to campus authorities or trusted adults. By
doing so, we help to maintain a safe environment and support efforts to hold those responsible accountable.
     4. Build Bridges: Reach out to students of different backgrounds and faiths to show your support. Small acts of
kindness and solidarity go a long way in creating a welcoming community.
     As we reflect on our mission as a Catholic campus ministry know that together, through prayer, action, and our
shared commitment to respect and live with compassion, we can build a community that reflects the love of Christ and
stands as a beacon against hatred, and intolerance..

Peace, Fr. Cool
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