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December 22, 2024 - Fourth Sunday of Advent (C)

@

Cool Thoughts
Dear All,

The Fourth Sunday of Advent, marking the final week of preparation before the celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ, holds a
profound significance in the Christian liturgical calendar. This day symbolizes peace and fulfills the anticipation of the arrival of
Christ, serving as a beacon of hope for both the past and the future.

Historically, Advent has been a period of reflection and penitence, which prepares the faithful for both the celebration of the
Nativity of Jesus and the anticipation of Christ’s second coming. Each of the four Sundays in Advent carries a specific theme—
hope, peace, joy, and love—with the fourth Sunday emphasizing peace. This peace is not merely the absence of conflict but a
profound sense of spiritual calm that heralds the advent of Christ, the Prince of Peace.

The liturgical readings for the Fourth Sunday of Advent focus on themes of divine promise and fulfillment. They recount the
Old Testament prophecies of Isaiah and the events that led up to the birth of Jesus, emphasizing God's intervention in human
history through the incarnation. The Gospel reading often includes the Annunciation, where the angel Gabriel visits Mary to
announce that she will bear a son named Jesus, a pivotal moment that encapsulates the miraculous and hopeful nature of Jesus’
birth.

The anticipation of hope on this Sunday is not only a retrospective look at the promises made by God to His people but also a
forward-looking perspective towards what these promises mean for the future. The birth of Jesus represents a cornerstone in
Christian theology—the moment when God entered human history as a man to redeem the world. This event offers a message of
hope and salvation, suggesting that no matter the darkness, there is always a divine light at the end of the tunnel.

In contemporary times, the message of the Fourth Sunday of Advent resonates perhaps even more profoundly. In a world rife
with conflict, injustice, and suffering, the advent of Christ reminds believers of the power of divine love and the potential for
renewal and change. The hope brought by Jesus’ birth is as relevant today as it was over two millennia ago. It encourages
individuals to believe in the possibility of a transformed world where peace, love, and justice prevail.

Moreover, the enduring hope of Advent and the coming of Jesus inspire acts of kindness, charity, and compassion. These are
seen in the countless activities that parishes and communities engage in, such as providing for the needy, visiting the sick, and
comforting the sorrowful. Through these actions, the spirit of Advent becomes a lived experience that extends the hope of
Christ’s birth to all corners of society.

As we celebrate the Fourth Sunday of Advent, we are invited to reflect on the dual dimensions of Jesus' arrival: His historical
birth and His awaited return. Both are sources of hope that propel believers to live out their faith actively and with great
anticipation. In remembering the past, we are inspired to forge a future that mirrors the profound peace and love that Jesus
came to embody.

Thus, the Fourth Sunday of Advent remains a powerful reminder of the continuous and ever-relevant hope that Jesus Christ
offers to the world—a hope that bridges past, present, and future, inviting all to embrace the peace and joy of His eternal
promise.
 
Peace,
Fr. Cool
 
P.S. - Newman will hold our Christmas Eve Mass Tuesday at 5pm and would love for you to join us.  Reception follows Mass!
Also a reminder that there will be no Mass offered at Newman next Sunday, 12/29.  All of us at Newman wish a blessed
remainder of Advent, Merry Christmas, and Happy New Year to you and your family!  

Reception afterwards
You are invited to bring a dish to pass!
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Newman relies on the generous support of
Alumni, Parents, Local Residents, and

Students for 90% of our budget.  Your support
of our Sunday collection is deeply appreciated!

Newman Laughs
Mass Intention: Fr. John Crowley, Natalie Hanchett Crissy

Our weekly groups start up again in January!


